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We call on the UK Government to: 

Deliver a robust UK Chemicals Strategy that 
protects the ocean and the planet.

Implement a ban on all non-essential uses of 
PFAS.
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The problem: 
Our ocean and planet are being poisoned. From factories to our homes, and from the clothes 
we wear to the cars we drive, thousands of harmful chemicals enter the environment every 
minute, causing a crisis for the planet.

• PFAS (per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances) or ‘forever chemicals’ are just one group – 
containing thousands of individual chemicals – of ocean poisons.  

• PFAS make products greaseproof and waterproof, so they are used in items such as: 
cosmetics, non-stick pans, stainproof and waterproof clothing, swimwear, paints, and 
greaseproof takeaway containers. They’re likely found in almost every UK home.

• These man-made chemicals do not exist in the natural world and nature has no way to 
absorb or recycle them. The properties that make them so useful, such as being heat 
resistant, water repellent and hard-wearing, also mean they don’t break down easily when 
they leak into the environment. 

• PFAS get into waterways as effluent from manufacturing processes. Discarded products sent 
to landfill result in leaching of chemicals into freshwater systems. Water treatment plants 
don’t currently remove PFAS, and sewage sludge used to fertilise farmland causes run off into 
rivers and streams, as well as entering the food chain. It all ultimately ends up in the ocean, 
with disastrous effects on marine life1. 

The effects:
Chemical pollution is now found in all water on Earth, 
harming wildlife from the North to South Pole and 
everywhere in between, fuelling the biodiversity crisis – 
countless species are struggling to survive and thrive. 

• Otters in England and Wales have been shown to be 
the early sentinels of the presence of PFAS in other 
species. According to a recent study2, otters that had 
died between 2014-2019 all contained two types of 
restricted PFAS and 80% of the animals had at least 12 
different types of the chemicals in their livers. 

• Polar bears’ behaviours and hormonal balance 
– from searching for food to mating – are impacted 
by PFAS3. The animals’ survival, already threatened 
by climate change, is reliant on a good memory and 
sharp senses when navigating their surroundings. Any 
influence on this as a result of chemical pollution could 
prove fatal. 

• Harbour porpoises are at an increased risk of 
infectious diseases as a result of an accumulation 
of harmful chemicals in their systems. At current 
concentrations, the population’s risk of disease has 
increased by a staggering 41%.4 This reduced immunity 
is – literally killing these animals in UK seas (CSIP, 2019).5

 Wildscreen Exchange / Iain Leach

 Shutterstock / FloridaStock

 Ecomare / Salko de Wolf Den Hoorn Texel



Witnessing the damaging impact of chemical pollution on marine animals is a likely sign that 
harm for even more species is just around the corner. 

And all the time, harmful chemicals continue to build up with the consequences for animals 
and humans yet to be discovered. 

The solution – what needs to be done?
The planet can no longer sustain a business-as-usual approach; how we understand and 
use chemicals must be reframed. We need legislation which turns off the tap on chemical 
pollution.  

• We urgently need a robust and effective UK Chemicals Strategy that prioritises the protection 
of the environment. This should include measures such as phasing out the use of PFAS and 
other very persistent chemicals; speeding up regulation of harmful chemicals by applying a 
grouping approach; addressing the cocktail effect in regulation, and monitoring.

• A ban of all PFAS from all non-essential uses by 2025. This approach is being adopted at the 
EU - proving that it can be done. The UK Government must follow suit or risk falling behind. 
Past attempts to regulate PFAS individually have proved insufficient in preventing pollution in 
any meaningful way.

The only way to effectively prevent PFAS pollution in the UK environment, and to protect future 
generations from the impact of the most persistent human-made chemicals known, is to 
implement an urgent phase-out of all unnecessary uses of all PFAS. 

Why should you act? 
Global chemical production is projected to double by 2030, with an increase in chemical pollution 
likely to follow closely behind. Yet the planet has already passed the safe limit for chemical 
pollution.  

The more hazardous chemicals enter and move through our fragile ecosystems, the more 
damage they’ll cause in years to come. 

The ocean’s ‘asset base’ has been conservatively valued at USD 24 trillion each year, and it plays 
a key role in addressing the climate and biodiversity crises. We simply cannot afford to continue 
destroying this precious and finite resource6.

Ahead of COP27 and COP15, commit to preventing further degradation, protect marine animals 
already at risk of extinction and prevent others from reaching that point.
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What parliamentarians can do to help:

1. Stop Ocean Poison by supporting a robust and 
effective UK Chemicals Strategy. 

2. Call on the Secretary of State to ban on all non-
essential PFAS and challenge organisations 
knowingly polluting the seas with these harmful 
chemicals.

3. Highlight the issue of forever chemicals in 
Parliament and on social media using the hashtag 
#StopOceanPoison.

Contact
For more information or if you have any further questions then please get in contact with Anna 
(anna.gelderd@mcsuk.org) or Brendon (brendon.queiroz@mcsuk.org).

https://www.mcsuk.org/ocean-emergency/ocean-pollution/chemicals/pfas-forever-chemicals/
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.1c05410
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.1c05410
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/forever-chemicals-in-non-stick-pans-threaten-polar-bears-d3vmsn7xj
https://media.mcsuk.org/documents/State_of_play_of_chemical_pollution_UK_briefing_FINAL.pdf
https://media.mcsuk.org/documents/State_of_play_of_chemical_pollution_UK_briefing_FINAL.pdf
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/uk/Documents/risk/ocean-financing.pdf
mailto:anna.gelderd@mcsuk.org
mailto:brendon.queiroz@mcsuk.org

