
 

 

 

Big Seaweed Search Week returns:  The seaside 
superstars to spot this summer 

The Marine Conservation Society and Natural History Museum’s Big 
Seaweed Search Week returns from 23rd– 31st July 2022 

Press Release, 27th June 2022 

From 23rd – 31st July 2022, the Marine Conservation Society and the Natural History Museum 
will be asking people across the UK to head to the coast and spot seaweed as part of 
community science project, Big Seaweed Search Week.  

Seaweed is one of the world's great unsung heroes, playing a crucial role in marine 
ecosystems and helping to mitigate the effects of climate change. The UK, with over 650 
species of seaweed, is home to a diverse range of species.  

The Big Seaweed Search Week asks beachgoers to search for, and record, 14 of the most 
common seaweed species. This vital information helps the Marine Conservation Society 
and the Natural History Museum to map the distribution of specific species and collect 
long-term data that enables them to determine, as a result of seaweeds found, the 
impact of environmental changes in the ocean.  

Amy Pilsbury, Citizen Science Lead at the Marine Conservation Society, said: “It’s easy 
for anyone to get involved in Big Seaweed Search Week – you don’t need to be a seaweed 
expert or live near the sea, just one visit to the coast will do. Studying seaweeds can tell us 
a lot about wider ocean and environmental conditions and the information supports real 
scientific research.  

“Seaweed is a real ocean superstar, helping to buffer the effects of climate change, 
absorbing and storing carbon and protecting our coasts from waves and storm damage. 
The more data we gather with our Big Seaweed Searchers, the more knowledge and 
influence we have to protect our ocean, and seaweeds, for the future.” 

As well as providing vital habitats for other species, seaweeds play a major part in marine 
food chains and are a rich source of nutrients for animals such as crabs and sea urchins. 

Seaweed plays a critical role in combating the climate crisis. These fast-growing algae 
produce oxygen – more than land plants – with phytoplankton (like seaweed) providing 



at least half of the oxygen we breathe.  Seaweed absorbs carbon more effectively than 
trees, storing an estimated 175 million tonnes each year – equal to 10% of the world’s car 
emissions.  
 
However, populations of kelp - large brown seaweeds that are a vital ‘blue carbon’ store - 
are reported to be declining around the world, limiting ocean ecosystems’ abilities to 
absorb carbon and combat the climate crisis. 
The Big Seaweed Search gathers information on species, such as kelp, which have the 
potential to be affected by rising sea temperatures, the arrival of non-native species and 
ocean acidification - environmental changes affecting the ocean and the health of 
marine ecosystems.  

Data gathered by volunteers helps build a picture of what our shores are like, how they’re 
changing and informs scientists and decision-makers how best to protect them.   

Juliet Brodie, Merit Researcher at the Natural History Museum, said: “It’s inspiring to see 
how the Big Seaweed Search is developing.  We’re using the data submitted for our 
scientific research to build distribution maps which means we can track seaweed species 
as they respond to environmental changes over time. We’ve also been able to use over 
1,000 submitted records in our work on a Red Data List of British seaweeds – which 
evaluates indigenous species and how endangered they are.” 

It’s easy to get involved in Big Seaweed Search Week, and anyone can take part. Training 
videos and downloadable resources are available, including a guide which helps 
beachgoers to identify the seaweed species they’re likely to spot and explains what they 
need to do.  

The survey can be carried out as an individual or in groups, and be completed on a 
mobile, tablet or computer. 

To get involved simply: 

1. Register to take part and download your guide and recording form at 
bigseaweedsearch.org 

2. Choose your 5 metres of coastline to survey 
3. Fill in your survey form 
4. Take LOTS of clear, close-up photographs for your survey to be accepted 
5. Submit your survey through bigseaweedsearch.org 

 

You can visit the Marine Conservation Society for all the information you’ll need to get 
started. 

-Ends- 
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Notes to Editors 

 
The Marine Conservation Society campaigns for clean seas and beaches, sustainable fisheries, 
and protection of marine life. Through education, community involvement and collaboration, the 
charity raises awareness of the many threats that face our seas and promotes individual, industry 
and government action to protect the marine environment. The Marine Conservation Society 
provides information and guidance on many aspects of marine conservation and produces the 
Good Fish Guide as well as involving thousands of volunteers in projects and surveys such as 
Beachwatch. www.mcsuk.org. 

The Natural History Museum is both a world-leading science research centre and the most-visited 
indoor attraction in the UK last year. With a vision of a future in which both people and the planet 
thrive, it is uniquely positioned to be a powerful champion for balancing humanity’s needs with 
those of the natural world. It is custodian of one of the world’s most important scientific collections 
comprising over 80 million specimens accessed by researchers from all over the world both in 
person and via over 30 billion digital data downloads to date. The Museum’s 350 scientists are 
finding solutions to the planetary emergency from biodiversity loss through to the sustainable 
extraction of natural resources.  

The Museum uses its global reach and influence to meet its mission to create advocates for the 
planet - to inform, inspire and empower everyone to make a difference for nature. We welcome 
millions of visitors through our doors each year, our website has had 17 million visits in the last year 
and our touring exhibitions have been seen by around 20 million people in the last 10 years. 

 

This project is funded by the Government's Green Recovery Challenge Fund. The fund was 
developed by Defra and its Arm's-Length Bodies. It is being delivered by The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund in partnership with Natural England, the Environment Agency and Forestry 
Commission. 

 

 


