
Don’t let go



Letting balloons go and setting off  sky 
lanterns may seem like a bit of harmless 
fun. But what happens when they fl oat 
out of your sight and disappear from 
your thoughts? They land somewhere – 
either intact or in bits with their trailing 
strings and plastic ties.

The Marine Conservation Society (MCS) 
Great British Beach Clean litter surveys 
have shown a 200% increase in 
balloon litter in the last 10 years! In fact 
we found a whopping 1,533 bits of 
balloon litter during the event in 2017.

This balloon litter can be eaten by marine 
life, entangle turtles or sea birds and may 
result in premature death by choking, 
starvation or strangulation.

A fi ne is slapped on people who 
knowingly litter on the ground. Letting 
go of a balloon or a lantern is actually 
littering up but it’s currently not classed 
as such and there are no fi nes.

That’s why we run our Don’t Let Go 
Campaign – to reduce harm to wildlife 
and reduce litter levels on our 
beautiful beaches.

Dolphins, whales, turtles 
and seabirds have all been 

reported with balloons in 
their stomach

Balloons and lanterns can kill wildlife... 
 it really is that simple.

Help us stop balloon and 
sky lantern releases TODAY!

But you'd be surprised how many 
individuals and organisations have no 
idea of the dangers balloons and lanterns 
pose to wildlife – that's why there are so 
many fundraising or awareness events 
still using them.

DOWNLOAD OUR ACTION PACK - www.mcsuk.org/dontletgo 
It’s full of hints and tips on stopping planned releases going ahead and includes some 
great alternative ideas to balloon/lantern releases to suggest.

Animals get tangled up 
in balloon ribbon/string, 

restricting movement and 
the ability to eat

Sky lanterns also pose a 
fi re hazard to crops and to 
thatched roof propertiesBalloons marketed as 

‘biodegradable’ can last up 
to four years in the marine 
environment

Marine turtles are 
particularly vulnerable. The 
digestive tract of a juvenile 
green turtle, washed up 
dead near Blackpool in 2001, 
was completely blocked by 
marine litter including a 
large fragment of blue latex 
balloon

We need your help in spreading the word – letting go 
is harming our wildlife and littering our beaches!

People need to know...  
 letting go is a really bad idea.

Photo credits: Guillemot entangled on fence © Richard Gilbert/National Trust; Happy meal balloon © Natasha Ewins; Lit lantern © Stuart Askew; Owl entangled in lantern © Simon Pain; Entangled razorbill © Christine McGuinness; Gull eating balloon © Counting Coots; Balloon with volunteers © Tim Fanshawe; Balloon release © Sue Ranger; Bird remains © Virginia Aquarium; Remaining images © Par Beach Flotsam & Jetsam.



If you're successful in stopping a release then MCS wants to hear about it!  
Let us know here at www.mcsuk.org/dontletgo or via social media  

on Facebook - @mcsuk and Twitter - @mcsuk.

More and more local authorities are 
voting to ban the release of balloons 
and lanterns on their land. They’re 
making that decision after pressure from 
local people.

Over 65 local authorities 
in the UK have banned 
balloon/sky lantern releases 
on their land

Councils are getting it!
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The largest ever balloon 
release was over 1.4 million 
balloons. Millions and 
millions of balloon bits could 
have fallen back to earth 
doing untold damage

Now we want to ramp up that 
pressure in areas where letting go is 
still deemed as ok. You can find out 
if your Council has a ban and if they 
haven't then pledge your support 
online to help MCS actively campaign 
on a local level.

You can Facebook or Tweet your Council 
and encourage your social media 
networks to do the same. We've got 
ready made posts and tweets on our 
website you can copy!

TAKE ACTION
PLEDGE YOUR SUPPORT
www.mcsuk.org/dontletgo


